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RICHARD LOUV — NATURE PLAY WA, CHILDREN AND NATURE NETWORK 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.08 am]: I was very fortunate to be 
raised in regional WA, and my experiences of interacting with nature as a child have left me with a lasting 
appreciation of the wonderful environment we all get to share here in Western Australia. My concern, though, is 
that kids today are becoming increasingly disconnected from the natural world. In fact, evidence suggests that 
we are conducting an unprecedented experiment on our children. In the past 20 years our children have become 
notably disconnected from nature.  

On Wednesday, 21 April I was fortunate, along with 1 400 fellow Western Australians, to attend a presentation 
by internationally acclaimed author and futurist Richard Louv at the Perth Concert Hall. Richard Louv literally 
wrote the book on the need to reconnect our children with nature, and he is a recipient of America’s most 
prestigious conservation award, the Audubon Medal. His book The Last Child in the Woods: Saving our 
Children from Nature-Deficit Disorder—a copy of which I have with me in the house—launched a children and 
nature network in the United States. I had the privilege of launching the Western Australian version of that 
movement, Nature Play WA, which was created by the Department of Sport and Recreation and developed in 
collaboration with the Department of Environment and Conservation. The main objective of the initiative is to 
encourage groups of families to take their children outdoors for unstructured play and, hence, physical activity. 
Importantly, a working party of industry representatives and special practitioners is exploring a number of 
different models to take this movement into the future. In addition to his presentation at the Perth Concert Hall, 
Richard was generous enough to engage with a group of government directors general and industry practitioners 
to discuss the importance of ensuring continuing access to our natural environment.  

I will be forwarding a copy of Richard Louv’s book to each of my parliamentary colleagues. I strongly 
encourage them to read this important piece of work. I am sure that they will be inspired by Richard Louv’s 
motivation to grow happier and healthier children and families. My colleagues’ support in encouraging a 
reconnection between our children and nature will send an important signal to the Western Australian 
community and, in particular, to the Nature Play WA movement. The Nature Play WA website is 
www.natureplaywa.org.au.  
 


